Posttraumatic Endophthalmitis in children: Epidemiology, Diagnosis, Management, and Prognosis.
Pediatric posttraumatic endophthalmitis presents with great complexities and challenges arising due to delayed presentation, difficulty in eliciting an accurate history, or trauma with unusual and highly contaminated objects. The possibility of initial misdiagnosis as panuveitis, metastatic endophthalmitis, and masquerade syndrome is also very high, which results not only in several unwarranted investigations being performed, but also a delay in the initiation of treatment. The standard treatment remains primary repair of the wound, intravitreal therapy with broad spectrum antibiotics, and parsplana vitrectomy. Despite appropriate intervention, visual outcome in children with posttraumatic endophthalmitis is dampened by additional factors like poor compliance with postoperative instructions and high risk of amblyopia. Hence, it is important to recognize that posttraumatic endophthalmitis in children differs from that in adults in several ways. We made a very tailored effort to review the published literature pertaining to posttraumatic endophthalmitis in children and herein present the results of our search.